
 

St. Monica Roman Catholic Church of Rochester  
Vision and Mission 

 

 

We are a Resurrection people rooted in our rich Catholic 

heritage.  We are growing in the SPIRIT, as individuals 

and as a faith community. We answer the CALL to LIVE 

OUT our Baptismal VOCATION in our daily lives, 

bringing the LIGHT of Christ’s presence to our families, 

workplaces, neighborhoods, and the WORLD. 
We dare to LIVE the LIFE of Jesus Christ,   
transforming discouragement into HOPE, 

 fear into LOVE, isolation into COMMUNITY. 

++++                                                             
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Weekend Masses 

Saturday at 4:00 pm 

Sunday at 10:15am + Livestream 
 

Emmanuel Church  

of the Deaf:  

Sunday at 11:30 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Monica Gospel Choir sang at Immaculate Conception/St. 

Bridget’s Songfest on April 27. See page 3. 

Parish Office (585)-235-3340 

Rev. Raymond Fleming, Pastor fr.ray.fleming@dor.org     

Deacon Matt Dudek matt.dudek@dor.org          

Deacon Brian McNulty brian.mcnulty@dor.org 

Deacon Patrick Graybill patrick.graybill@dor.org 

Jeanne Engelbrecht, 

    Finance Manager 

 

Mary Ellen Fischer,   
   Pastoral Minister 

jeanne.engelbrecht@dor.org 

 
 
mary.ellen.fischer@dor.org 

ext. 119 

Precious Fontenette, 

   RCIA Coordinator 

myrtle.fontenette@dor.org 

Margot VanEtten,   
    Pastoral Minister 

margot.vanetten@dor.org   

ext. 115 

Tracy Jordan, 

     Secretary 

tracy.jordan@dor.org 

ext. 116 

Angela Nkugwa,  

     Music & Choir Director 

angela.nkugwa@dor.org 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS monicabulletin@dor.org 

Jessica Tette, 
Minister of Youth Faith Formation & 

Communications 

jessica.tette@dor.org 

ext. 124 

Carol Wynne, Director of Finance & 

Administration/ Westside Parishes 
carol.wynne@dor.org          

ext. 121 

CYO – Tami Divers tamidivers@icloud.com 

 

Parish Pastoral Council 
     John Curran - 747-2324 

     Connie Chau           Kathy Garrant 

     Meg Lute                 Mary Fran Kolbuc 

     Best Batchateu        Bob Passalugo 

 

jecurran@rochester.rr.com 

  

 

34 Monica Street   (at 831 Genesee St.) 

Rochester, NY 14619 
Office:  (585) 235-3340           Fax:  235-8315 

Emergency Line: (585) 723-6531 

www.stmonicaofrochester.org  

 All are welcome here! 
 

Daily Masses 

Tuesday & Thursday: 12:10pm 

Wednesday & Friday: 8am 
 

Office Hours:   

Monday-Friday 

9:00am-3:00 pm 

Walk with us on: 

Join us Online! 
www.stmonicaofrochester.org  

Visit our website to get connected to all our online resources, 

including Mass, faith activities and reflections, online giving, 

and ways to get involved. 

May 5, 2024 
 

6th Sunday  

of Easter 

“This I command you:  

love one another." 

- John 15 
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We have several weekday 

openings for Masses. 

Please call Tracy Jordan at 

(585) 235-3340 to schedule a 

Mass. 

 

Did you know? Our website, stmonicaofrochester.org, is your one-stop shop for all 

our online offerings. On our homepage you will find links to Mass videos, social 

media, online giving, outreach opportunities, virtual gatherings, at-home faith tools, 

and more! Visit our website and follow us on social media for even more ways to stay 

connected to our community. For help or to join the parish email list and receive our 

weekly news, email monicabulletin@dor.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Calling all who proclaim the  

word of God! 

We are building our lectoring 

ministry and are welcoming 

lectors new and veteran! If you 

are interested in becoming a 

lector or continuing your ministry 

as a lector, please contact Mary 

Ellen at 

mary.ellen.fischer@dor.org. 

Weekly Mass Intentions 
Sat, May 4         Raymond Slattery - Slattery Family 

Sun, May 5        Special Intentions: Joaquim & Fatima Flores - Peggy                    

        Reigelsperger 

Tues, May 7      Elsie Perryman - Sandy Chamberlain 

Wed, May 8      Betty Bunce - Gerry & Kathy Murty 

Thurs, May 9     Robertine Ahlquist - Jean Button 

Fri, May 10       All Parishioners 

Sat, May 11       Lillian Kase - Children & Grandchildren 

Sun, May 12      Elaine Bucci - Denis & Charlene Lepel 

This Week at St. Monica Church:  
May 5-12, 2024 

Sunday, 5/5 

 

10:15 am –Mass, Church  

11:15 am – Faith Formation and First 

Communion Prep, Dining Room 

11:30 am – ECD Mass, Church 

Monday, 5/6 

 

 

4:45 pm – Virtual Contemplative Prayer 

(contact Dorothy Siegel to join: 

kenanddor@yahoo.com or 880-5519) 

Tuesday, 5/7 12:10 pm –Mass, Church 

Wed., 5/8 8:00 am – Mass, Church 

Thurs., 5/9 

Ascension 

Thursday 

12:10 pm –Mass, Church 

Friday, 5/10 8:00 am –Mass, Church 

Saturday 5/11 4:00 pm – Mass, Church 

Sunday, 5/12 

 

10:15 am –Mass, Church  

11:30 am – ECD Mass, Church 
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  Let Us Pray 
 

Our Deceased 
Ellen Lill 

Dan Lill’s wife 
 

 David McCrary  
Lea Chamberlain-McCrary’s husband 

 
Fr. Richard Wagner. SSJ   

Josephite Father 
 

An end to racism 
 

All those affected by violence 
 

God’s creation 
 

THOSE IN THE MILITARY 

CJ Arnell, Joshua Bartlett, Zachary Bartlett, 

Jarid Cook, Andrew Chmiel, Andrea Gerard, 

David Englert, Richard Lewis, Angela Aviles 

Lewis, Andrea Christ, Terry Redfield, Jr. 
 

Lamp Intentions for May 

SANCTUARY LIGHT 

Johanna Finucane 

Olga Welling 
 
 

 

CROSS ALTAR LIGHT 

Rhonda Neri 

John Delibert 

Confessions by appointment – 

call office at (585) 235-3340 to schedule. 

Musicians! Lectors! 
Greeters! Ushers! 

Reminder that you must be CASE 
trained to do your ministry.  

This is a policy of the Diocese of 
Rochester.  

Contact jessica.tette@dor.org if 
you need to be trained or update 
your CASE training, which must 

Mass intentions are needed for weekday and weekend Masses.  

Please call Tracy at the office to schedule a Mass said for a loved one 

or special intention. A Mass intention is $10.  

Call (585) 235-3340 to schedule. 

 

https://youtu.be/1HFHFrmheWA?si=QUKnvS6dM7Yz5-cv 

of Rochester  
 
 

 
 

Informational Meeting 
 

Join us for Breakfast on 
Saturday, May 25th, 10:30am-11:30am 

 

St. Rita’s Church 
 1008 Maple Dr, Webster, NY 14580   

 
Learn more about the Coalition  

Mission ~ Membership ~ Future Events 

All are Welcome! 

Questions:  
Email Us: blackcatholiccoalition@gmail.com 

Like/Follow Us on Facebook  

stmonicaofrochester.org
mailto:monicabulletin@dor.org
mailto:jessica.tette@dor.org
mailto:blackcatholiccoalition@gmail.com
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Faith Formation: Join us for 
faith and community! 

Faith Formation & 
Sacramental Preparation: For 

ages 4-18. 
 

Faith Formation, 
grades PreK4-5th  

 

Sundays after 10:15 
Mass until 12:15 PM 

First 
Reconciliation/First 

Communion, 
grades 2+ 

 

Contact 
jessica.tette@dor.org 

Middle School 
Youth Group, 

grades 6-7 
 

High School Youth 
Group/Confirmation 
Prep, grades 8-12 

 

 
Wednesdays 
6:30-8:30pm 

Dinner included 

VOLUNTEERS:                          
All volunteers who encounter youth and 

vulnerable adults need to complete online 

Creating a Safe Environment training, 

background check and sign a Code of 

Conduct every three years. To complete the 

online course, go to dor.org online training 

or email jessica.tette@dor.org for a packet 

of information to help you. 
  

MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like to schedule a Mass 

intention, please call the rectory office (235-

3340) or stop by Monday - Friday, 10am-

2pm.  Intentions are a way for the 

community to pray for loved ones and 

special needs. 
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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE 
PARISH? WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE? 

 

You are welcome at St. Monica Catholic 

Church! Do you want to know more 

about how to join the parish?  

Call the parish office today at 235-3340. 

It’s that easy!  

 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS:   

Please send submissions by 4pm on 

Sundays: monicabulletin@dor.org  

with 10-pt Arial font and any photos. 
 

 

Bulletin 

Did you sign up to receive the bulletin by 

email but are no longer receiving it? 

Please check your email settings to ensure 

you allow emails from 

monicabulletin@dor.org. Be sure to 

check your junk/spam folder. If the 

problem persists, email 

monicabulletin@dor.org. 
 

Our links in the bulletin are live! If you 

are viewing this bulletin electronically, 

hold down Ctrl and click links in the 

bulletin to visit those sites. 

Follow Jesus with us: 
 

www.stmonicaofrochester.org 
 

          @stmonicaofrochester 
 

          @st.monicachurch 
 

           St. Monica Church - Mass 

Emergency Food: If you are in need of emergency 
food, you can contact St. Peter’s Kitchen at (585) 
235-6511 or come to 681 Brown Street Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9 AM to 11 AM. 

We need your help to feed our teens! 
Show our teens that St. Monica  

cares about them as the future of  
our church by cooking dinner  

on a Wednesday night.  
Can you give one day to help?  

Only 5 left! 

A big thanks to amazing mother-daughter team Lisa Carter 
and Alexandra Arnell for helping our youth group connect to 
God through sound! These wonderful women led our youth 
group in a sound bath/sound experience last week, which was 
very engaging. Youth had the opportunity to try the crystal 
and metal singing bowls, gong, koshi chimes, cymbals, and  
other percussion instruments, all 
which inspire meditation and calm. 
We are grateful to them and to all 
who help our youth grow!  

 

How do I give my offering? 
1. Weekly offering envelopes, 

cash, or checks can be brought 

to Mass or mailed to 

St. Monica Church 

34 Monica St. 

Rochester, NY 14619 
 

2. OSV Online Giving: Visit our website 

(https://www.osvhub.com/stmonicaofrochester/giving/funds) 

for secure one-time or recurring online giving.  
 

3. Text 2 Give: Text your donation amount to 226-7514. 
 

Thank you for supporting our community and ministries! 

 

 

Our Collection: Week of April 28, 2024 
 

Physical collection: $2,644 

Online giving: $187 

Total collection this week: $2,831 

Weekly expenses: $9,000  

Weekly Surplus/Deficit: $6,169  
 

Thank you for your patience with the 
live stream as issues arise. We are not 
experts when it comes to this 
technology, but we are learning! If you 
have experience with YouTube or 
MeVo and would like to help, please 
contact John DeMott at 313-2559 or 
jnj_demott@juno.com. 

St. Monica Gospel Choir  
(from cover) 

 

Congratulations to St. Monica's Gospel Choir, which 
performed this weekend at Immaculate Conception/St. 
Bridget's Songfest! This event was part of Immaculate's year-
long 175th anniversary celebration. Our choir sang Don't Cry 
and Friend of God. We are blessed to celebrate this 
milestone with Immaculate Conception/St. Bridget's! Said Fr. 
Ray, "It was glorious!" 
 

“Just a word of thanks to Angela Nkugwa and the St. Monica 
Choir for helping our community celebrate 175 years of praise 
during the Songfest. We appreciate your support and you 
sounded wonderful!!  Thank you to all of St. Monica's 
community who came out to support us. 

Blessings, 
Joanne Gordon, Isabelle Walters 

Co-chairs of the 175th Anniversary Committee 
 Ramona Moore, Chair of the Songfest” 

http://dor.org/
mailto:monicabulletin@dor.org
mailto:monicabulletin@dor.org
mailto:monicabulletin@dor.org
www.stmonicaofrochester.org
https://www.facebook.com/stmonicaofrochester/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/st.monicachurch/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYshY8Yf21rtt-eSrAyjlUg
https://www.facebook.com/stmonicaofrochester/?ref=bookmarks
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Creation Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         
 
 
 
 

 

Beware of Scams 
 

Several parishioners have 
contacted the office lately 
saying that they have 
received a text or email 
from someone claiming to 
be “Fr. Ray” and asking for 
money or gift cards. 
Please remember that this 
is a SCAM. No matter 
what the message says, 
remember that Fr. Ray 
will never reach out 

What’s This QR Code in the Pews? 
 

Scanning the QR code with your phone camera is a quick 
and easy way to give to the collection digitally by credit 
card or through your bank. You can also give directly to 
the collection basket. 
 

1. Open your phone camera and point it at the QR   

code in your pew – choose St. Monica’s or ECD. 

2. Click the link that pops up. 

3. Enter your contribution. 

4. Thank you for supporting our community and 

ministries! 

 

Panhandling in Our 
Neighborhood   
If you have been to St. 
Monica’s, you have likely 
encountered someone in 
the church or parking lot 
asking for money. 
Parishioners have been 
asked to refrain from 
giving out money for 
several reasons, 
including: 

- Giving money is not 

a sustainable 

ministry that St. 

Monica’s can offer. 

There are other 

organizations that 

are set up to help 

people in the ways 

that they need. 

- We do not want to 

encourage repeated 

visits to ask for 

money or word 

getting around that 

“St. Monica’s gives 

out money.”  

- We have multiple 

programs for youth 

and vulnerable 

adults that operate in 

our spaces, and any 

present adults 

require Creating a 

Safe Environment 

training. We want to 

discourage people 

from visiting during 

those times. 

- We know the 

situations of several 

of the people who 

ask for money, and 

they are connected 

with organizations 

that can help them. 

We DO want to maintain 
human dignity in our 
interactions with others. 
If someone asks for 
money, please:  

1. Respond with 

kindness while 

maintaining the 

boundary: “I’m 

sorry, but we 

don’t give out 

money here.” 

2. You may invite 

“Break Free from Plastics” for Your Health 
 

• Over 98% of plastics are made from fossil carbons 

such as oil and gas. Thousands of petrochemical 

additives are used to make plastics. 

• Many are “chemicals of concern” and considered 

highly toxic, including carcinogens. 

• Plastics don’t biodegrade; they break down into 

smaller and smaller particles called micro- and nano 

plastics. 

• Researchers have found these particles almost 

everywhere they have looked, including inside the 

human body. Particles have been found in lung 

tissue, intestinal tissue, blood, breast milk, heart 

muscle, and both sides of the placenta - including 

fetuses and newborn babies. 

Plastic particles get caught up into the food we eat, the 
air we breathe, the water we drink. 
     There are three key routes plastic particles enter our 
body: 
 

1. Ingestion – Food: through packaging containing food, 

water, and other beverages. 

2. Inhalation – Air:  

a. Indoors from synthetic clothing (man-made 

containing PFA and other chemicals), furniture 

fabrics, and in household dust. 

b. Outdoors: airborne fertilizer, ocean waves, 

roadway emissions generated wear down of tires 

on vehicles, and in urban and heavily-polluted 

areas. 

3. Dermal – Skin: cosmetic and personal care products - 

including variety make-up and perfumes, scented 

lotions, hair care, sunscreen, toothpaste, soap, 

deodorants, household cleaners and detergents, and 

thermal printed receipts. 

What can we do? Over the next 2 weeks, the Creation 
Corner will provide suggestions you can take to reduce 
your exposure and break free from plastics. 

 St. Monica Neighborhood Businesses 
Jesus, who is my neighbor? 

The Genesee St. Reconstruction project south of Brooks Ave. is 

greatly impacting a few small businesses. For the next 18 

months, customers will be challenged with narrow pavement, 

one-way traffic, and loss of on-street parking spaces. 

 

D&L Groceries at 1005 Genesee St. is 

one of the most affected businesses. 

D&L offers hard-to-find Caribbean 

and African grocery items in addition 

to the usual American groceries. It 

serves hot Jamaican breakfast, lunch,  

and dinner for dine-in, take out or delivery. See 

www.dltropical.com. 

 

D&L Groceries has supplied the favorite 

foods of our West Indian and African 

parishioners since 1986. Owners Mrs. 

Deloris Hamilton and daughter Sharon 

appreciate our extra efforts to visit their store 

Monday through Saturday, 9am to 7pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thanks to our Community Voices choir for 

providing music last weekend! We are so blessed by 

this intergenerational group, shown here sporting 

vintage St. Monica School polos! 

Open Invitation  
to next Creation Stewards Meeting 

Thursday, May 16 @ 11:00 AM in the rectory 

 
Come check it out.  All are welcome. 

 

Ray Tette’s Legacy at Camp Stella Maris 
 

Ray Tette, 74, who died this past Oct. 9 after a two-year 

struggle with cancer, served as executive director of Camp 

Stella Maris from 1977 to 1997. He oversaw major 

program and facility improvements that continue to 

positively impact the camp.  

     “Were it not for him, we wouldn’t be here today,” stated 

John Quinlivan, the 16th-year current executive director. 

    Sixteen St. Monica youth will 

attend Camp Stella Maris this 

summer through the Campership 

program.  

      Learn more about Tette's 

legacy from the online Catholic 

Courier story: 

 https://bit.ly/3wja0xv  

http://www.dltropical.com/
https://bit.ly/3wja0xv

